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The influence for this design came from being around objects all the time and finding a new and innovative way to repurpose those same ob-

jects. Non-renewable objects, such as the tin cans I used as the main structure, can be altered into something that is once again functional and 

even decorative now. This not only benefits the consumer of this new light fixture, but it benefits the world we live in. 

Design is all about the principles and elements, and this design is flowing with both. This light fixture depends a lot on the balance of all the 

pieces that make it up. With the tin cans not being glue to the wire, equal weights on both sides need to be balanced to ensure that the layers will 

stay straight. Not only that, but the whole light fixture has a radial balance with the light set being the central point. More balance visually is 

apparent to keep the piece even with the dark, larger black tin rings and the red, smaller rings. The black and red rings are spaces apart so that you 

can see them at the same time, making them seem as they belong together even though they colors are such a contrast. The black color makes the 

intensity of the red not as evident. Repetition of the circular rings makes the movement throughout the visual aspects of the piece an ease. It cre-

ates an effortless flow from one thing to the next. This is aided by all the curvilinear line forms that construct this light fixture. These rings are 

layered in such a way that it looks as though there are just floating positive forms, yet from the bottom is looks like negative circles. Some of the 

rings in the piece have a wavy texture, which came from the original form on the cans used in the project. All these little things are woven togeth-

er to create repurposed light fixture that is Shattered Dreams. 

Everything used in this designed was gathered from what was around me and in need of a new life cycle. The main structure of the light fix-

ture is tin cans that I got from my work. They would have been thrown away, but I cut them into rings, glued the seams back together and layered 

them within each other to create more interest. These cans are woven together with a wire that my friend had previously used for a project. 

Throughout the design there are pieces of broken glass, to reflect the artificial light that is being emitted from light set in the center of the fix-

ture, which I used for decorations at one point. These came into the design by chance but added so much to it. The top of the light fixture is 

brought together by a vintage 45 Rpm record that I came across at the thrift store. Everything is held up by an ‘S’ hook that I found in my base-

ment, which allows it to be hung in any desired location. Not only did I find all of the object used in this design around my house, when the life 

cycle of this new light fixture is over all of the materials can be recycled to create more things that can now go on and live their life cycle.  

The location that I pictured this light fixture to be located in is an intimate seating area, possibly a cocktail bar. 

The name of the project is Shattered Dreams. Although it is somber, it is something that most people can connect a memory or many to. Many 

children, including myself, stand in front of the mirror, dancing and singing. It always seemed to be a dream job of being rich and famous when a 

child. Both of these things are represented in the light fixture. There is a vintage record at the top to show the dream and the mirror pieces 

throughout the whole design. The ‘shattered’ part of the name is the idea that reality come around and most of us children do not become the 

singer that we aspired to be. The mirror pieces are broken and scattered in a random 

pattern on the inside of the black rings and the outside of the inner, red rings. Alt-

hough that dream was not achieved, my passion lies somewhere else. 


